
The following texts are offered to houses and individual confreres for your reflection during the 
discernment period. The full text of an excerpt can be found at the link provided.    

1 Samuel 16: 1-13  
 
1 The LORD said to Samuel: How long will you grieve for Saul, whom I have rejected as king of 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for 
from among his sons I have decided on a king. 2 But Samuel replied: “How can I go? Saul will 
hear of it and kill me.” To this the LORD answered: Take a heifer along and say, “I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I myself will tell you what to do; you 
are to anoint for me the one I point out to you.  
  
4 Samuel did as the LORD had commanded him. When he entered Bethlehem, the elders of the 
city came trembling to meet him and asked, “Is your visit peaceful, O seer?” 5 He replied: “Yes! 
I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. So purify yourselves and celebrate with me today.” He also 
had Jesse and his sons purify themselves and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 As they came, he 
looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the anointed is here before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said 
to Samuel: Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected 
him. God does not see as a mortal, who sees the appearance. The LORD looks into the heart.       
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and presented him before Samuel, who said, “The LORD has not 
chosen him.” 9 Next Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this 
one either.” 10 In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any one of these.” 11 Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all 
the sons you have?” Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, but he is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until he arrives here.” 12 Jesse 
had the young man brought to them. He was ruddy, a youth with beautiful eyes, and good 
looking. The LORD said: There—anoint him, for this is the one! 13 Then Samuel, with the horn 
of oil in hand, anointed him in the midst of his brothers, and from that day on, the spirit of the 
LORD rushed upon David. 

Matthew 20: 20-28 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee approached him with her sons and did him homage, 
wishing to ask him for something. 21 He said to her, “What do you wish?” She answered him, 
“Command that these two sons of mine sit, one at your right and the other at your left, in your 
kingdom.”  22 Jesus said in reply, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup 
that I am going to drink?” They said to him, “We can.” 23 He replied, “My cup you will indeed 
drink, but to sit at my right and at my left [, this] is not mine to give but is for those for whom it 
has been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten heard this, they became indignant at the two 
brothers. 25 But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and the great ones make their authority over them felt. 26 But it shall not be so among 



you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; 27 whoever wishes to 
be first among you shall be your slave. 28 Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served but 
to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 
John 13: 1-15  
 
1 Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass from this world to the 
Father. He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already 
induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over. So, during supper, 3 fully aware that 
the Father had put everything into his power and that he had come from God and was returning 
to God, 4 he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it around 
his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them 
with the towel around his waist. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Master, are you 
going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing, you do not 
understand now, but you will understand later.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered him, “Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.” 9 Simon 
Peter said to him, “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.” 10 Jesus said 
to him, “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed, for he is clean all over; 
so you are clean, but not all.” 11 For he knew who would betray him; for this reason, he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.” 12 So when he had washed their feet [and] put his garments back on 
and reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? 13 You 
call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. 14 If I, therefore, the master and 
teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet.  

 Act 1:12-26 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 

James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus— 17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now 
this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open 
in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 This became known to all the residents of 
Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of 
Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, 



 
‘Let his homestead become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to live in it’; 
And 
 
‘Let another take his position of overseer.’ 
 
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed 
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed 
and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to 
the eleven apostles. 
 


